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If you were looking for historical information about Danville, or Hawke as it was known prior to 1836, your best bet to get accurate facts would be from Peter and Deborah Meigs. Pete and Deb are president and secretary/treasurer, respectively, of The Hawke Historical Society, an organization founded in 1969 by a group of dedicated, history-minded Danville residents. The defining history of the town, The History of Danville. New Hampshire, first privately published in 1975, was the result of the early efforts of this group, as Ruth Rich, the author, was the founder and first president of The Hawke Historical Society. Both Pete and Deb are charter members. 

Although the Meigs moved to Danville in 1959, they have wholeheartedly adopted Danville as their home, and are considered natives by many. Pete was an early computer programmer for Bell Laboratories in New Jersey when he was offered a transfer to the company's facility in North Andover, MA. Both being interested in history and genealogy, they welcomed the opportunity to move to New England. They started house hunting within a radius of a 35 minute commute to North Andover with the stipulation that their new home must have acreage and a barn for Pete, and a colonial house for Deb. They ended up buying the Abel Elkins homestead at 156 Beach Plain Road in Danville. As Deb points out with a wry smile, Pete got his barn and acreage and she ended up with a "farmhouse." Be that as it may, stepping into the "farmhouse" is not unlike moving back in time. They have maintained the home structurally much as it was when Abel and Clarissa Elkins lived there in the last half of the 19th century. It still has the ambiance and feeling of an 1840's New England farmhouse. 

Over the last forty years or so the Meigs raised their three children in this wonderful old "farmhouse," settled into then tiny Danville, and became mainstays of the community. Pete was Trustee of the Town Trust Funds for Danville for over 30 years. Deb was town librarian for 30 some years, not to mention being a fire fighter. She is very proud of her role as the first female firefighter certified by the state of NH. 

They are both retired now but not as far as their interest in history is concerned. Pete, aided and abetted by Deb, is the editor and publisher of "Reminiscences" an occasional publication of stories and articles of historical interest to Danville and surrounding towns. They first published it as "an occasional publication" in 1994, as Pete wasn't sure there would be enough contributors or enough historical information to be able to meet the quarterly schedule he'd envisioned. Some seven years and almost 100 subscribers later, "Reminiscences" is published four times a year, almost without exception, with no shortage whatsoever of contributors or historical information of interest. They are working on volume 3 now with each volume containing ten issues. An index is provided with the first issue of a new volume for the one just completed providing easy reference for someone doing historical research or just for common interest. Members of the Danville Heritage Commission have sought out Pete and Deb on many occasions for their historical knowledge, and, of course, the complete set of "Reminiscences" is invaluable for the historical research necessary for the articles we write. 

The Meigs', in their capacity as officers of The Hawke Historical Society, are the custodians of hundreds of historical documents and artifacts that have come to them over the years. A cherished goal of theirs is somehow to obtain an old building in town that would be appropriate to equip and set up as an historical museum and library to house these documents and artifacts as other towns have done. Another goal is to publish a pictorial history of Danville with the hundreds of old photographs they have. Some day.... 

Membership in the Hawke Historical Society is open to anyone for the sum of $2 a year. A subscription to "Reminiscences” is available for $8 for four issues, and back copies may be purchased. This winter they have published an every-name Index to "The Vital Records of Danville (Hawke) 1760-1856," which was published by the HHS in 1979, and copies are still available. Anyone interested in joining the HHS, subscribing to "Reminiscences” or purchasing the Vital Records book and Index, should call Pete and Deb at 642-8366, or write to them c/o The Hawke Historical Society, P.O. Box 402, Danville, NH 03819. They'll be pleased to hear from you and you'll be glad you did.
