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Frances Blake Cronk Colby, now in her 89th year, is the last to carry the mantle of the Colby name in Danville, continuing the charitable works and good deeds that have been characteristic of the Colbys in Danville for the past 260 years. Frances came to Danville and became a member of the historical Colby family when she and Alden Colby, both widowed, married on Christmas Eve in 1954. Alden owned and ran the Colby finish lumber mill at that time, and Frances, true to her industrious spirit, took woodworking classes in order to be able to take full advantage of the opportunities having a lumber mill in the family could offer. The result was several well-crafted pieces of furniture that still adorn her small home on, where else but, Colby Road in Danville. 

Orphaned at age 12, Frances became a nanny for the young son of a local pharmacist in Meredith, NH, and was raised by that family.  It was the medical influence of the pharmacist that nudged her toward a nursing career, and she eventually became a Registered Nurse. She believes, however, she was better suited to a selling or marketing career, as she is very good at convincing people. 

Frances has chronicled the history of the Colbys in Danville from the annotated ledgers Alden's ancestors kept. The Colbys were enterprising folk from the start when Moses, the first of the Hawke (Danville) Colbys, kept detailed records beginning in 1767 of his blacksmithing and charcoal making, as well as tailoring that was apparently done by his wife. The ledger keeping continued on through the generations, as the businesses continued and changed over the years. We find the Colbys involved in selling meats, investing in real estate, loaning money to different people, and ultimately the lumber business. 

The Colbys always had close religious ties, as evidenced by one of Moses Colby's journal entries in 1769, where he records the biblical passages of the Reverend John Page's Sunday sermons. The Reverend John Page is renowned for his selfless dedication to his Tuckertown parishioners, where in 1782 he cared personally for a family inflicted with small pox, only to contract and die from it himself. 

Further, in 1832, Thomas Colby, Alden Colby's great-great-great grandfather orchestrated the building of and donated most of the materials for the Freewill Baptist Church. He was given the privilege of selling the pews for his pay. Frances continues today that Colby tradition of support and generosity to the same church Thomas built and is now known as the Danville Baptist Church. 

The Old Meeting House was restored to its original state in the 1930's through the generosity of Alden Colby's Uncle Lester, who dedicated his gift to the memory of his mother, Lucy Spofford Colby, a gifted quilter whose work is now on permanent display in the NH Historical Society's Museum of NH History in Concord. The same Uncle Lester also left a trust fund when he died in 1947 that was to be used to build a library for Danville. The library was built in 1972, and, of course, is known as the Colby Memorial Library. 
 
 

The Colby ancestors are among the most prominent of our town forefathers; their name is an institution in Danville and their legacy is legendary. The Colbys would be proud of the way Frances has carried on their noble traditions. 

