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Town of Danville 

Board of Selectmen 
December 19, 2016 

7:00pm 
 
Video-Recorded 

 
Selectmen Present: Chairman Shawn O’Neil, Vice-Chair Chris Giordano, Kimberly Farah, Judi Cogswell, Sheila 
Johannesen 
 

Others present:  Ed Delory (Delridge Realty), Kevin Hatch (Cornerstone Survey), Tim Howard (RMON Networks), 
Chief Wade Parsons, Stacie O’Connor and others 
 

Chairman O’Neil opened the meeting with a moment of silence for the troops who put themselves in harms way.  
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

I. Property Discussion 
Ed Delory inquired about the Meetinghouse subdivision. Chairman O’Neil informed Mr. Delory that the Board 
will exercise the means necessary to make sure that this property is properly handled. Mr. Delory brought a 
letter from Mr. Wilson in regards to the findings in the wetlands. The document stated that it was a partial 
review and the letter was not dated. Selectmen Farah said she would not entertain the document unless it was a 
full review and it was dated, so the information can be put into context.  
 

Mr. Delory would like to move the process forward. Chairman O’Neil stated that this process will be moved 
forward. 
 

II. Budgets 
a. 4210.2 Animal Control 

Only salary was discussed, the other line items were agreed to at the last meeting to total $1,635. 
Ms. Johannesen stated that she is spending an average of 9 hours a week, at $16.50, so monthly 
would be $595. Selectman Cogswell questioned the duplicate entry of calls that were found on the 
call log from the Police Department. She refused to address the calls.  She stated she was here to 
discuss her budget for AC.  
 

Selectman Cogswell asked to review gas mileage. From June 30, 2015 to June 1, 2016 63 miles 
have been put on the van, and she asked why the budgeted gas was $250. The budget for gas was 
removed from the budget since it is part of the Police Department budget. 
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Farah, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4210.2 Animal Control for $5,675; motion passed. Selectman Johannesen 
abstained. 
 

b. 4150.6 Information Technologies 
Mr. Howard went through each line item and discussed the breakdown within each department. He 
wants to add Microsoft Office 365 to computers throughout the Town.  This will include MS 
Office software and upgrades in addition to the email service the town has already contracted.  He 
stated that neither MS 2007 or MS 2010 office will no longer be supported and the town had 
computers on software ranging from NS2007 – MS 2016 and this would bring all computers into 
the same MS office software and would avoid the formatting issues that currently occur. All other 
line items in the IT budget are consistent with last year’s costs..  
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Farah, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4150.6 Information Technologies for $40,538; motion passed. 
 

c. 4153.1 Legal 
Would like this to be level funded from 2016, but Patty does not currently have any figures from 
the outstanding invoices of 2016. Vice-Chair Giordano suggested this budget be tabled until there 
are additional numbers from the 2016 year. 
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d. 4241.20 Building Inspector 

Budget is the stipend paid to the inspector plus a 1.1% COLA increase.  
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Farah, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4241.20 Building Inspector for $,1250; motion passed. 
 

e. 4155.9 Other Expenses 
Selectman Farah brought up the Citizen’s Petition that approves full-time Town position through a 
Town meeting warrant article. 
 

Selectman Farah made the motion, seconded by Selectman Johannesen, to adopt the advisory only 
Citizen’s Petition passed in 2014 that approves a full-time Town position with a Town meeting 
warrant article. Chairman O’Neil stated that he believes the Board is bringing it to the Town in the 
form of the Operating Budget. Motion failed. O’Neil-nay, Johannesen- yes, Farah- yes, Cogswell- 
nay, Giordano, nay.   
 

Selectman Farah went through a breakdown of how much the addition of a Lieutenant’s positon 
would cost including benefits and NHRS town contribution. In 2018 it would be approximately 
$113,000.  
 

Selectman Farah made the motion, seconded by Selectman Johannesen, to reconsider the Police 
Department budget; Selectman Farah disagreed.  She stated she felt its should be a separate 
warrant article; motion failed 3-2.  
 

Selectman Farah asked about the addition of the Lieutenant position and if this budget had 
included this position for benefits, it did. Patty and Selectman Farah reduced the numbers 
budgeted for health insurance to reflect 6 months insurance premiums instead of 12 months. 
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Johannesen, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4155.9 Other Expenses for $318,134; motion passed. 
 

f. 4130.1 Selectmen 
Salary increases reflected a  1.1% COLA.  And Patty went through and discussed increases and 
decreases and their justification.  Most line items were level funded. 
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectmen Cogswell, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4130.1 Selectmen for $157,821; motion passed. 
 

g. 4194.10 Government Buildings 
Budget is less than the 2016 budget. Utilities have decreased and many of the facility 
improvements have been completed. 
 

Patty stated she was budgeting monies through the Infrastructure account for repairing the roof on 
the safety complex. Since the budget was reduced considerable, the Selectmen added $10,000 to 
put toward the new roof with the infrastructure trust to repair the roof this year. 
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Cogswell, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4194.10 Government buildings for $68,993; motion passed. 
 

h. 4194.20 Community Center 
Overall budget went down. Electricity budget increased. Level funded supplies and professional 
services. New landscaping is budgeted for with one bid received.  Patty noted it will go out to bid.  
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Farah, to approve the 2017 
proposed budget for 4194.20 Community Center for $23,120; motion passed. 

 

Conservation would like to encumber $713.25 from 4611 ca-691 Special Projects to pay for tree tags with the Town 
Seal on them. This is the quote figure for getting tags with the Town Seal.  
 

Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Johannesen, to approve $713.25 from 4611 Special 
Projects to be encumbered; motion passed. 

 
III.  Signature File 
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Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Cogswell, to appoint Stacie O’Connor as an 
alternate to the Heritage Commission; motion passed. 
 
Selectman Farah asked about the Casella contract. There was a donation from Casella in the contract. Vice-
Chair Giordano and Selectman Farah both agree that it should be reworded or moved to a different part of 
the contract.  Selectman Farah stated it may not be legal to have this in the contract. 
 
There were a few more edits made to the contract which Chairman O’Neil will bring back to Casella.  
Selectmen signed an Abatement. 
 

IV. Minutes 
 
Selectman Farah made the motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Giordano, to approve the December 12, 2016 
minutes as amended; motion passed. 
 

V. Old/New Business 
 
Selectman Farah brought forward a letter from George Manos to the Board. Patty had sent a letter to Mr. Manos 
inquiring about his health and state she heard he had not been in attendance at a few School Budget meetings. 
Mr. Manos took offense to the email from Patty and contacted Selectman Farah who brought his rebuttal to the 
meeting and read it. There was a miscommunication. The way Patty’s email was worded it was stated the query 
was coming from the board which it was not. 
 
The Board received an email from Sergeant Furman with a copy of the 2005 Town Report which he stated 
supports his promotion within the Police Department.  This was in response to the statement from a previous 
meeting that his promotion was to increase his pay at a time when there was no matrix or step increases.  
Selectman Farah read the email from Sergeant Furman.   (letter and relevant page from 2005 report attached) 
 
Vice-Chair Giordano made the motion, seconded by Selectman Farah, to enter a non-public session; motion 
passed. O’Neil-yes, Giordano-yes, Farah-yes, Johannesen- yes, Cogswell-yes. 
 

Motion to return to Public Session made by Giordano seconded by Farah 
 
Roll Call Vote to return to public session:  Shawn O’Neil   Y  
      Chris Giordano   Y  
      Kimberly Farah   Y  
      Sheila Johannesen  Y  
      Judi Cogswell   Y  
Motion:  PASSED  
 
Motion made to seal these minutesby Giordano, seconded by Farah Chris seconded by Kim, because it is 
determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely the reputation of any person other than 
a member of this board (c) and render a proposed action ineffective (a). 
 
Roll Call Vote to seal minutes:   Shawn O’Neil   Y  
      Chris Giordano   Y  
      Kimberly Farah   Y  
      Sheila Johannesen  Y  
      Judi Cogswell   Y  
 
Motion:  PASSED  
 
Public Minutes recorded by Meghan O’Neil, Recording Secretary 
 
Non-public minutes recorded by Patricia Shogren, Town Admin 
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