WHILE YOU WAIT…

If you have business with the Danville Town Clerk or the Tax Collector, and have a few minutes to spare, you can learn a little of Danville’s history while you wait.

Just outside the Tax Collector’s office in the Danville Town Hall the Danville Heritage Commission has erected a glass-enclosed, wall display case intended to share bits and pieces of the town’s history and heritage with everyone passing through who might care to spend a minute or two perusing it.  The project started a year or so ago with a simple bulletin board, but the Commission was concerned that one-of-a-kind artifacts and rare photographs should not be displayed without the protection of an enclosed case.  The Commission contacted Paul Collins, a local contractor well known in town for his good deeds and generosity, and within days the display case was constructed and installed with a charge barely covering the cost of materials that was paid by an anonymous benefactor.

The first display in the new case depicted the Town’s decision to erect the new Town Hall in the 1880’s, with old photographs and excerpts from local newspaper articles describing the gala events of the opening ceremonies.  The erection of the new “Town House” as it was called, was not without controversy.  Authorities uncovered a plot to burn down the new structure the night before it was to be dedicated.  It is uncertain today what motivated the culprit, but it is known that some citizens objected to its “modern” architectural design.  Others objected to locating it in the southern part of Danville rather than closer to the farms in the northern part of town.

Other topics displayed have provided insight into Danville’s educational history, its cemeteries and burials plots, the Old Meeting House, Tuckertown Road, and local taverns and inns.  The displays are changed every few months, with each member of the Heritage Commission taking on the responsibility for doing the research for a particular topic, searching for appropriate photographs and artifacts, writing the necessary descriptions and captions, and then arranging the display.

The Danville Heritage Commission periodically selects new subjects for displays.  As many require a good deal of “detective” work to find old photos, artifacts and articles, we’re limited to a few displays a year.  We do retain all of the displays in our archives, and plan to repeat them over time.  So if you missed one of the earlier topics, chances are good you will be able to catch it at a later showing.

You don’t have to live in Danville to enjoy a bit of its history.  All are welcome to occasionally drop by the Town Hall, take a gander at the Heritage Commission bulletin board, and share some of our yesterdays.
