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The Reverend John Page was the first and only permanent pastor of the new parish of Hawke (Danville) created by royal decree in 1760. He served from 1763, shortly after his ordination from Harvard University, until he died in 1782. He conducted services in the historic Old Meeting House on Route 111A, and lived next door with his family in what is now the Stafford home, then known as "the parsonage." John married Mary Stevens in 1764 and fathered nine children in the 19 years he lived in Hawke (Danville). 

John Page is considered a legend and local hero by many in Danville because of his untimely death at age 43 from the dreaded small pox disease. He contracted it when he chose to personally bring comfort and provisions to the stricken Tucker family, shunned by others because of fear of the disease, who lived on what we now call Tuckertown Road, across from the Meeting House, which runs through Danville's Town Forest and Historic District. Members of the Tucker family died, as did the Reverend John Page. 

When the Danville Heritage Commission became aware that John Page had kept a diary and that his descendents had donated it to the Harvard University Library, they made inquiries with the hope of obtaining a copy. The Commission was anxious to read the diary in hopes of unearthing significant historical information about the town during the years Mr. Page served as pastor. The document apparently was very fragile, and the library curators were not optimistic that a microfilmed copy could be made at a reasonable expense. They were successful, however, and a microfilmed copy of the Reverend John Page's diary was provided to the Danville Heritage Commission. 

Commission member, Pamela Jefferson, volunteered to plough through the many pages of handwritten script, that proved quite time consuming and difficult to decipher. At first blush, it would not appear that any startling new revelations of town history will be forth coming, but it does give an interesting snapshot into the day-to-day life of a well​ educated, intellectual Colonial man who was so prominent in Danville's history. 

John started chronological entries on July 15, 1757 while a student at Harvard. The journal was not always written in daily entries, and there are many gaps. In some periods he is faithful with his daily entries, while in others a year would pass with only three or four notations. Often he records his travels back and forth between Cambridge, and Boston, and frequently back to Salem, his home. December 21, 1757. … "hired a horse and slay (sleigh) of Mrs. Hastings to go as far as Andover. Frye went with me and brought back the horse for which she asked 2 dollars.” Occasionally he would include his thoughts on such lofty subjects as determining the age of the moon, a definition of gravity, and passions. "All passions are reducible to these three heads, Admiration, Love & Hatred, which may be called primitive passions. Admiration is that sudden surprise at the novelty of an object by which the soul is fastened down to the contemplation of it. Love is the gravitation or weight of the soul toward good. Hatred is an endeavor of the soul to disunite from that which it apprehends to be evil." 

Other times he would record rather mundane, yet interesting, passages. December l, 1759.... "I had my great coat finished being the first 1 ever owned. Mr. Wallen made it, asked me three pounds (which 1 am to pay after the vacation) together with all the articles with which it consists, cost me fifteen pounds, two shillings.”

Later years in Hawke, as part of his compensation as pastor, parishioners were expected to provide him and his family with many of the necessities of life, such as firewood, candles, soap, food, hay, and such. The names of many of the early families of Hawke appear in the diary as John Page recorded the provisions his parishioners brought to him. "Gideon Sawyer, a roasting piece of beef; Dyer Hook, a goose; wife of Jonathan Bacheldar, 2 chickens & 8 cabbage heads; wife of Ensign Hook, some carrots; Capt. Sanborn, a barrel of cider; Mrs. Worth, lib of honey; David Quimby, 2 quarts of rum; Abraham Smith, 1 Ib of tobacco; Stephen Pingry, 6 candles; Elias Bosworth,1/2 days work; Humphrey Hook, a roasting pig; Jethro Sanborn, a doz of eggs; wife of Annis Campble, one cheese; Aaron Quimby, % of a raccoon.” (That last one must have made quite a meal!) 

The John Page Diary provides a limited yet fascinating glimpse into the life of a Colonial New England minister. One wishes he had seen fit to share some of his more intimate thoughts and the trials and tribulations of his ministry, but that which he did record for us to ponder more than two hundred years later is a welcome chronicle of Danville's heritage.
