THE BARBER/VLASUK HOUSE
Many people do not know that one of the oldest houses in town is relatively new to Danville.  The brown saltbox on the right as you head up Sandown Road from Route 111A was built circa 1735… but not where it stands today.  It was known for the first 250 years of its life as the Ephraim Barber house…of Marlborough, Massachusetts.

In the mid 1980’s, Jane and John Vlasuk, who had restored the old Harold Sanborn house on the corner of Route 111A and Sandown Road, wanted a smaller house but with the colonial character and charm they both admired…and they wanted to stay in Danville.  They could have built a reproduction, but chose the real thing over a copy.  They decided to search for an old house that was to be demolished, dismantle it, move it to the site they had chosen just up the hill on Sandown Road, and reassemble it.  They selected a contractor who specialized in locating, dismantling and reconstructing old structures, who knew of a suitable house that was available and the project began.

Ephraim Barber was a gunsmith and clock maker in Marlborough, MA in the mid 18th century.  His colonial saltbox house was owned by the local historical society on land purchased by an insurance company in the 1980’s.  The insurance company intended to demolish it and build a new office building.  The Vlasuk’s contractor bought the structure, dismantled it, numbering all of the pieces so they could be reconstructed in their same relative positions, and transported it by flatbed truck to Danville in 1985.

All of the beams, which were mostly of oak, the floorboards, much of the paneling, and some of the doors were salvaged.  The old house with its post and beam construction, wooden pegs, purlins, gunstocks, and windbraces in the corners for strength, was reassembled on its current site over the next year.  Although each beam would be replaced in its prior location, 250 years of wear made it necessary to rework many of them.  In the process it was discovered that there had once been a fire in the house, as some of the beams in the “treat room” had been charred.  Architectural elements salvaged from several old dismantled houses in Danville were used where necessary.  The window sashes were custom made from old designs by a Vermont artisan, and were glazed with old panes of glass from a tavern in East Haverhill, MA.  The siding and shingles are, of course, not original, but old, wide boards were used for the siding, and wide, rough hewn shingles, common to the period, were used for roofing.  The brick and stone work, again is not original, but old, narrow bricks salvaged from a dismantled cape “up the road” were used for the fireplace in the keeping room.
The first floor has the traditional keeping room where one end serves as a kitchen, a borning room that converted well to a half bathroom, a great room with the usual large fireplace, and a formal parlor.  A “butterfly” staircase heads upward to the second floor from the front hall and splits to the right and left at the center chimney.  Two bedrooms and a compact full bathroom complete the living space.

The reconstruction was not without its mishaps.  John and Jane tell of an episode during the process where a hurricane was forecast, and a concrete contractor rushing to complete a pouring, was working well after sundown.  In the dark he somehow managed to hook on to a corner post and almost pulled the whole house down.  Several men with made-do equipment were able to straighten the post and secure it before a major disaster occurred.

The whole project took about a year, and the Vlasuks moved in to their new “old” home in June of 1986.

The end result is one of the most charming and quaint homes in Danville, with a great deal of its own history.  It sits in one of the most picturesque of settings that has been enhanced over the years with a very obvious talent for landscaping and gardening.
