DANVILLE & NH’S STATE FLOWER:

THE PURPLE LILAC
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January 13, 2000

Did you know a Danville resident was responsible for the purple lilac becoming New Hampshire’s state flower?

In 1919 a great debate ensued among New Hampshire legislators as to which flower was appropriate to be named.  Among those in attendance for the debate was Danville resident Clarence Collins, who served as a State Senator in 1917-1918 and State Representative in the House for two terms from 1919-1922.  Mr. Collins led the effort for the purple lilac to be chosen for this special symbol and his recommendation was adopted. 

Mr. Collins, whose family had lived in Danville for generations, was a notable resident of his community.  In 1882 he and his brother, Herbert started a shoe business in Danville, which brought jobs to the town and prosperity to its residents.  The Collins brothers manufactured “Ladies’ Turned Opera Slippers” or “pumps” as they would be called today.  Mr. Collins was deeply involved in his church and in civic projects.  He was also instrumental in bringing the telephone and electricity to the town soon after the turn of the century.  His sister, Agnes Collins served as the bookkeeper in his shoe shop for 30 years and as Danville’s town clerk for 29 years.

Over the years Danville has honored the significance of its ties to New Hampshire’s state flower.  The Danville Garden Club included the lilac in many of its projects, including the “Welcome to Danville” sign at the corner of Main Street and Kingston Road.  A lilac spray was incorporated into the sign’s design and lilac bushes were planted on each side of it.  After the welcome sign was erected, the next town meeting report for 1994 sported a lovely lavender cover with a picture of the new sign and two sprigs of lilacs.  On other occasions, lilacs have been planted as memorials to special persons at various locations in the town, including the grounds of the Old Meeting House.

A state organization, the Lilac Commission, was created in 1984 by then Governor John Sununu to promote the lilac.  This commission, based at the Department of Transportation in Concord, publishes an informational booklet and sells ties and scarves with a lilac motif.

For those Danville residents who are looking for something symbolic to plant or a remembrance of some special person, remember the lilacs!
