DANVILLE’S BEEHIVE HUT

There is an historic site in Danville known as “The Beehive Hut.”  If you haven’t heard of it and don’t know where it is, you are not alone…even if you’re a Danvillian.  It is located in town-owned woods off to the left of the town maintenance garage on Hersey Road, and well off the beaten path. It isn’t known who built it, when it was built, or with any certainty for what it was used, but it has been a curiosity in Danville for decades, if not centuries.  It resembles a cave built into the side of a hill from stones piled upon each other with a massive stone slab serving as a roof.  It is large enough for a couple of people to fit inside, provided they don’t plan on doing much moving around.  One legend is that it was used in ancient times as a shelter for hunters who were put ashore by foreign ships to trap for meat and hides.  Another is that it was one of several such shelters strategically placed on a south bound trail used by shepherds herding flocks from the northern New Hampshire mountains to the Boston market.  Still another is that it has some mystical astrological significance, somehow related to similar caves and rock formations in nearby Salem, on what was known as “Mystery Hill,” and is now more commonly known as “America’s Stonehenge.”  Whatever its original intent was, it has provided Danville with fodder for speculation for years, and no doubt will continue to do so.

One story has it that it was rediscovered several decades ago by boys playing in the nearby woods.  There were legends of such a hut, but apparently the woods had grown up and around and nature reclaimed it.  No one living knew exactly where it was until these youths stumbled upon it.

Two years ago, in an attempt to set it off and discourage potential vandalism and inappropriate use of the hut, the Danville Heritage Commission constructed a make-do, zig zag rail fence around the area, and erected a temporary sign indicating that it should be respected as a site of some historic significance.  Last year the Commission voted to have a permanent bronze marker made to be attached to a nearby boulder identifying the cave as “The Beehive Hut,” thus permanently establishing evidence of one of Danville’s historical treasures for all future generations.

If you would like to visit our mystery hut, it is located up over the mound just to the left of the Danville town maintenance garage on G.H. Carter Drive, which is just off Hersey Road, about two tenths of a mile from Main Street (Route 111A) and the Center Cemetery.

