Danville Town Hall - The Next Steps
February 25, 2003
On March 11th Danville residents will have the opportunity to help decide what the next steps should be for the second floor of the Town Hall. A warrant article will be on the ballot to see if the town will allocate $1,500 to help pay for a professional preservation architectural study that will offer appropriate potential uses for the now unused second floor. 

Danville's Town Hall was designed and constructed in 1886 to accommodate the "modern needs" that the venerable Old Meeting House, with no plumbing and cumbersome seating, could no longer provide. The "Town House", as it was then called, was designed with an auditorium on the second floor that became very popular and was used for a wide array of civic and private functions. It became the heart of civic and social activity for the town for decades to come. As the population grew and more space was needed, the Fire Association Hall assumed the role of the main meeting and function space, and the second floor of the Town Hall gradually fell into disuse and now is used mainly for storage. 

In 2000 the Danville Town Hall was named to the National Register of Historic Places through the efforts of the Heritage Commission. 

In 2001, as the town continued to grow and with space for town business and functions at a premium, the Danville Heritage Commission applied for a matching state grant through the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP), to help fund a professional preservation architectural study. The focus was to present options to the town as to how best to bring this unused space back into community use, yet protect and maintain the architectural integrity of one of Danville's most prominent landmarks. 

The Heritage Commission's application was successful, and the Town was granted the full $2,500 requested. Concurrently, the Heritage Commission also applied to the Granite State South Board of Realtors (GSSBR) for a donation from the proceeds of their annual golf tournament, which they share with local communities for worthy civic causes. We presented our cause for the second floor, and again we were successful. The town was awarded a check for $1,000, which was presented to the Selectmen this last January. 

We have now raised a total of $3,500, or 70% of the $5,000 necessary for the architectural study and all from outside sources! The remaining $1,500 of the matching funds needs to be raised from general taxation that would amount to a penny on the tax rate, if that. 

Again, this is a preliminary survey intended to present optimal uses for the second floor, keeping within the architectural heritage of the building. It will include estimated costs and staggered implementation schedules where the town can decide in future years when and if to act on the options. 

It would be a tragedy to lose these funds already granted for lack of the remaining $1,500 required for the matching amount. Please vote yes on Warrant Article 24.
