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When you have restored and updated an old home steeped in local community history, all the while taking pains to maintain the original architectural integrity and charm, adding a significant storage building to the property can present a challenge.  The home is located at 33 Pine Street in Danville, and is owned by Joe and Denise Luna, who are responsible for the restoration.  Local sources believe the house dates back to the early 1800’s, although it is not known who built it.  Older Danville residents recall a very large barn, long since demolished, that was originally part of the property.  The land where the barn stood has now been subdivided, and is no longer part of the same parcel.  

The Lunas needed a garage and additional storage.  What could be more fitting than to build a barn compatible with the historic architecture of the house they had tried to maintain, yet appropriate for the diminished lot size?  It would help to have architectural insight for such a project, so it boded well that Joe Luna is trained as an architect.  

Joe designed and built the barn himself.  The original intent, and ultimately his design for the barn, was “to replicate the era of the house”, which he believes to be Georgian colonial.  Once under construction the plans were modified somewhat, as Denise decided she wanted a gable facing the street, which was not included in the original plan.  

The structure is conventional stick framed; 35 feet wide and 27 feet deep, with a 20 foot ell on the back.  It is 1¾ stories high with a functioning cupola, and will accommodate four vehicles with the second floor used as a workshop.  Joe said he wanted a functioning cupola for ventilation but needed it “for a place to go and look through his telescope.” The siding is traditional pine clapboard.  The doors are custom made; again by Joe. The building is positioned at an angle that was intended to maximize space and accommodate the existing septic system.  The end result is an esthetically pleasing placement that complements the house and completes the property setting.  

The project was not without its mishaps.  While working on staging putting on the siding, Joe took a tumble, sustaining serious injuries.  Intricate wrist surgery was required, but all is well and back to normal.

Interestingly, the barn is now home to the Luna’s 1931 Buick Model 50 touring sedan, which previously had to be stored elsewhere.

This barn is a classic example of how new construction can be harmoniously included with old construction, while not detracting from the character and integrity of the old, but actually enhancing it.

On a note that has nothing to do with the barn, it is known that a John Page family, (not the Reverend John Page of Old Meeting House fame), lived in this house in the mid 1800’s.  Apparently, the Page’s daughter died and was buried on the property in the 1860’s.  According to Bernie Rumery, who owned the property a century later, he was working in the yard one day and discovered a casket marker with the Page girl’s name and date of death on it.  He assumed he had discovered the site of her grave.  He took the marker into the house to decide what, if anything, to do about this discovery.  One night while that marker was still in the house he and his wife awoke from a sound sleep.   Sitting up in bed, they both saw a vision of a woman standing there.  She made no sound, but gradually backed out of the room.  The next day Bernie took the marker out of the house and they were never “visited” again.  Today a gravestone has been placed near where the grave is believed to be
